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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable JOHN
E. WALSH, a Senator from the State of
Montana.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

O God, we would rest in You, who
alone can bring order to our world. Re-
veal yourself to our Senators, guiding
them on the path of peace. May they
place behind them disappointed hopes
as they lean on You for comfort and
strength. Lord, rebuke their doubts,
strengthen the good in them so that
nothing may hinder the outflow of
Your power in their lives. Direct them
to make a commitment to work to-
gether for Your glory.

We pray in Your great Name. Amen.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-

lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The bill clerk read the following let-
ter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, March 27, 2014.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable JOHN E. WALSH, a
Senator from the State of Montana, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.

PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.

Mr. WALSH thereupon assumed the
Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

Senate

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

———

PROTECTING VOLUNTEER FIRE-
FIGHTERS AND EMERGENCY RE-
SPONDERS ACT OF 2014—MOTION
TO PROCEED

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to Calendar No. 333.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the motion.

The bill clerk read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 333,
H.R. 3979, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to ensure that emergency
services volunteers are not taken into ac-
count as employees under the shared respon-
sibility requirements contained in the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care Act.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

TRIBUTE TO PETER D. ROBINSON

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have said
often that people who work here in the
Capitol are some of the most intel-
ligent men and women anyplace in the
world. They come here—as I explained
to a group of people from Nevada this
morning—dedicated to public service.
They are not here to see how much
money they can make. They are here
to change people’s lives. Today, the
Senate is losing one of its brightest
and most seasoned minds.

A lawyer by trade, Pete Robinson
came to the Senate in 2002. I knew Pete
because he had worked in the House
previously, when I served over there. I

knew him as someone I always ad-
mired—people who are good runners. I
saw Pete out running and I was amazed
at his gracefulness and speed. I did a
lot of running. I wasn’t very graceful
and didn’t have a lot of speed, but I did
a lot of running. Pete was the captain
of his high school cross-country team.
He was a good athlete, which I admire
very much.

From the moment he came to the
Senate, the Office of Parliamentarian
became a better place. He was as close
to being indispensable as anyone. He
has an incredible work ethic and tre-
mendous experience—having been the
Parliamentarian in the House and here
and having been in the private sector.
He has a great memory and has made
the Senate function as it should. Not
many people can make that claim, es-
pecially today. So he will be missed. I
will miss him personally.

I love to joke with him and talk to
him about his running days, like I talk
about my running days, as if we were
both still out running. But that is what
life is all about. We look back at the
things that we did. I am sure, just as
the Presiding Officer knows, things you
do as a younger man become better
every day, and that is the way I look
back on my athletic endeavors in that
regard. Of course, talking just about
myself, maybe I wasn’t as good as I
thought I was, but that didn’t matter
at the time. It made me feel good, and
that is what athletics is all about—try-
ing to build character.

So Pete is going to be missed in his
retirement, but he is going to have
plenty to do. He has lots of hobbies: an
avid gardener, a good cook—some say
an amateur chef. I won’t go that far,
but he is a good cook, as I understand
it. He can make his own furniture. So
he is going to keep busy feeding and
furnishing his wife Connie, their
daughter Tara, son-in-law Ethan, and
grandson Milo with the good things he
has done.
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